Course Time line
Teachers design a course timeline based on the areas of study in the study design. This represents one teacher’s course outline and is provided as an example only.
Unit 1 – Area of Study 1 Category and experience of youth

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching Notes/Activities

	1
	· Overview of the course

· The nature of sociological inquiry 

· what is sociology?

· what is a theory/perspective?

· how is sociology a social science?


	· Discussion and note taking about the key features of the study that classify it as a science

· Use the sociological imagination to explain how sociologist’s explain youth unemployment

· Briefly discuss the key features of two different theories (e.g. functionalism and feminism) and discuss how they would explain a social phenomena (e.g. gang violence)

	2
	· Defining social categories; explaining the significance of the concept

· Definition of the concept of youth


	· Brainstorm the different ways that young people are categorised

· Construct a table that identifies similarities and difference between the way young people and adults are categorised 

· Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of categorising young people

· Review various definition of ‘youth’

· Use library resource (internet and books) to create a definition of youth

	3 - 4
	· The experience of youth – ethnicity, age, class, rural/urban location, gender, social differences
	· Complete a film/documentary study to compare the different experience of being young

· Can be a national or international comparison

e.g. homelessness; child soldiers; poverty

	5 - 6
	· The experience of youth – unemployment, education, demographic shifts, intergenerational inequity and use of new technology
	· Students to complete a mini research task to investigate ABS statistics about youth unemployment and education Social Trends data

· Media analysis of how young people use technology 



	7
	· The experience of youth – attitudes to environmental and social sustainability
	· Discuss the meaning of environmental and social sustainability

· Brainstorm impacts

· Readings

· Create a summary of impacts in workbooks

	8
	· The experience of youth – cultural formations such as dress, music and media
	· Students to commence creation of Youth subculture Magazine

	9
	· Reasons and consequences of categorising youth and consequences of homogenous thinking – stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination
	· Review key concepts

· Discuss the positive and negative impacts of above

· Discuss key concepts test

	10
	· Revision and assessment


	· Outcome 1a – Short Key concepts test

· Outcome 1b - Creation of Youth Magazine – that appeals to a subculture.  This is to be accompanied by a short report that explains how the magazine accounts for differences in being young and the categorisation of youth.


Unit 1 – Area of Study 2 - The Family 

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching Notes/Activities

	1
	· Introduce Areas of Study

· The concept of institution

· Definitions of family
· Advice on role of media in society 
	· Review the concept of the sociological imagination to explore different types of families and consider the similarities and differences 

· Create a list of definitions of different family types

· Introduce Media file

	2
	· Meaning of functionalism and feminism and their views on family
	· ‘Parson’s’ functionalist body analogy – use image of human body and its organs – identify key social institutions and identify their significance

· Present a brief PowerPoint on evolution of the feminist movement and their current concerns

· Discuss changes to the family unit influenced by the feminist movement (e.g. divorce rate, single parent families, working families)

· Board notes on the criticisms by many feminists about current forms of families

	3 - 4
	· Meaning of comparative perspectives – comparing family life in Australia to other cultures
	· PowerPoint summarising the types and experiences of family across culture (Indigenous, non-Indigenous, America and Indonesia)

· Students to complete short research task comparing the experience of family in Australia to one other culture

	5 - 6
	· Influence of demographic, cultural, economic, technological and social developments on the formation and experience of family
	· Analyse data relating to family structure trends over time

· Create a ranking activity to establish which factors have been most influential in the changing nature of family 

· Complete readings/research to support above

	7
	· The role and place of family as a social institution (why do we need families?)
	· Debate

· Introduction of Outcome tasks

· Library/research time

	8
	· The impact of homogenous thinking about families - stereotyping
	· Review the concept of stereotyping

· Media study – identifying family types who have been impacted upon negatively due to stereotyping.  

· E.g. what happens if families are outside the ‘norm’?

· same-sex couples; use of surrogacy; childless couples

	9
	· Impact of government policy on family
	· Use ICT to conduct a research report on a government policy relating to family

· Create 2 pages of notes

· This information will be used for Outcome 2b

	10
	· Revision and assessment

	· Outcome – 2a – Submission of an annotated media file 
· Outcome 2b – A research report on the impact of a government policy on family


Unit 2 –Area of Study 1 – Deviance

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching notes/Activities

	1
	· Overview of Area of Study

· The concepts of deviance, norms (social codes) and crime and their interrelationships
	· Discussion – what behaviour is considered normal?  Who decides? Change over time.
· What are the common norms within Australian society?

· What are the formal and informal consequences of breaching norms?

· What features/elements must be present in order for behaviour to be considered a crime in addition to socially inappropriate?

· Lord of the Flies - Simpson’s episode/or excerpt from original text – consequences if there are no codes of behaviour

	2
	· Durkheim’s functionalist theory of deviance and its four roles
	· Review theory
· Apply to film study - Bra Boys
· Identify which protective factors are present/or not and how they impact on the key group members

	3 - 4
	· Social control theory of deviance

· Concepts of norms and social control

· Hirschi’s factor’s that contribute to the likelihood of deviance
	· Review theory

· School norms and methods of control

· Scenario cards – identifying Hirschi’s factors

	5 - 6
	· Becker’s interactionist theory of deviance

· labelling
	· Introduce theory

· Search various forms of Media for examples of labelling

	7
	· similarities and differences between the various theories of deviance
	· Introduce requirements for Outcome 1

· Create a summary table identifying the similarities and differences between theories used to explain deviant behaviour

	8 
	· the meaning of moral panic and its impact

	· Explanations of concept with examples 

· Media study to identify examples – such as, boat people, same-sex marriage, vandalism, drink driving

	9
	· Revision
	· Library/research time for completion of Outcome 1 during following week

	10
	· Assessment


	· Outcome 1 – a multimedia presentation – outlining the similarities and differences between functionalist, social control and interactionist theories of deviance 


Area of Study 2 - Crime

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching Notes/Activities

	1
	· Overview of Area of Study

· The concept of crime
	· Discuss and then create a definition table identifying the types of crime

· Discuss which crimes are perceived as most serious by society and Why?

	2 - 4
	· Australian crime rates
· The factors that lead people to commit crimes – poverty, addiction, abuse and rebellion
	· ICT class – use Australian Bureau of Statistics website to locate statistics on crime relating to age, gender, socioeconomic status and ethnicity.

· Using above data, create a some report about the crime in Australia

· Invite Young Offender’s Youth worker for incursion about the factors contributing to criminal behaviour amongst young people

· Discussion and meaning of qualitative and quantitative data

	5 - 6
	· The concept and aims of punishment
	· Review theory

· Create a summary table identifying and briefly describing the types and aims of the various forms of punishment with Australian society

· Debates about and Australian to global forms of punishment (e.g. capital punishment)

	7 - 8
	· Sentencing and restorative justice
	· Aims of punishment readings

· Film analysis of the – ‘Facing the Demons’ documentary on restorative justice

· Review forms of Australian sentencing and – recidivism data

	9
	· Revision – Outcome preparation
	· How to write an essay

· Library/research time to gather evidence

· Ensure students have both forms of data

· Creation of essay plan 

	10
	· Assessment
	· Outcome 2 – Essay – assessing the factors contributing to crime or the effectiveness of the various forms of punishment


Course Time line

Unit 3 – Area of Study 1 – Australian Indigenous Culture

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching Notes/Activities

	1
	· The meaning of culture

· The sociological imagination

· The meaning and interrelationship between ethnocentrism and cultural relativism
	· Introduction to study

· Sociological imagination – discuss key sensitivities:  historical, anthropological and use of critical thought

· Discuss and then have students commence a glossary of definitions – sociological imagination, culture, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism

· Brainstorm examples of culture relevant to student’s family/background



	2 - 3
	· Explanation as to the meaning of representation

· Examples of historical and contemporary representations of indigenous culture

· Assessing whether the representations are ethnocentric or culturally relativistic
· Implications of the ways Indigenous culture is represented for building awareness and perception of the culture
	· Commence annotated collection of text based and visual representations of Australian Indigenous culture

· Who produced the representation?

· When was the representation produced?

· Where was the representation produced?

· Why was the representation produced?

· Is the representation ethnocentric or culturally relativistic, if so, how?

· What is the likely dominant interpretation of the representation?

· Excursion to the Koori Heritage Trust

	4 - 5
	· The historical suppression of Australian Indigenous culture
	· PowerPoint summary of various government policies and responses – re: suppression of culture

· Students to completion of detailed timeline

· Must include representations

	6 - 8
	· National and international factors that have supported and/or limited the increasing public awareness and perception of Australian Indigenous culture

	· PowerPoint summary of various government policies and responses – supporting/promoting culture and International comparisons

· Students to complete detailed timeline

· Must include representations
· Introduce SAC



	9
	· Revision
	· Practice representation analysis – provide and discuss detailed feedback

	10
	· Assessment
	· SAC - Representation analysis (visual and written prompts) with short answer questions – including an extended response question


Area of Study 2 - Ethnicity

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching notes

	1
	· The concepts of race, ethnicity, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism and the ‘other
	· Use illustrative examples to assist students to explain and apply the concepts

· Build on from Area of Study 1 but note differences in this AOS

	2
	· The theory of ethnic hybridity
	· include how this theory might be used to frame research project into specific experience

	3
	· Australia’s ethnic diversity compared with other developed countries
	· Introduce details of research project into experience of a specific ethnic group including ethical methodology and sourcing of evidence – students begin primary research

	4 - 6
	· Social, political and economic impacts of immigration, assimilation and multiculturalism

· How social institutions engage with and respond to the needs of ethnic groups
	· Excursion (e.g. to immigration museum)

· students continue primary research 

· revisit hybridity theory and its links here 

· use representations as preparation for SAC2 which will include representations

	7
	· The experience of a specific ethnic group – secondary sources


	· Case study using secondary sources – illustrate how to analyse experience using concepts and theory to prepare students ahead of SAC

· Design a participant consent form that outlines how voluntary participation, privacy and confidentially of data will be ensured

· Introduce SAC 1 – Research report into a specific ethic group

	8
	· The experience of a specific ethnic group – primary research

· Ethics
	· Completion of research for SAC 1

	9
	· Synthesis and revision 
	· Reaching conclusions about experiences of ethnicity in Australia

	10
	· Assessment
	· Submission of SAC - research report – students must include a summary about how ethical concerned were addressed


Unit 4 – Area of Study 1 – Community

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching notes/Activities

	1
	· The meaning and history of the concept of community

· The theory of Ferdinand Tonnies
	· Discussion about purpose of community

· Compare and contrast different definitions of community

· Present PowerPoint presentation with illustrative examples of gemeinschaft (traditional) and gesellschaft (modern) communities

· Discuss and then have students commence a glossary of definitions – community, Tonnies – Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft

	2
	· Modern forms of community

· Manuel Castell’s theory of network society
	· Present a multimedia presentation outlining Castell’s theory of network society

· Students to complete mini research task briefly describing the key features of a community that fits with Tonnies and Castell’s theories – complete a presentation in class

	3 - 5
	· The experience of community

· Sense of community and Inclusion/exclusion

· Impact of information and communications technology

· Effects of economic, social, political and environmental change
	· Examine a community issue in the news; explain how it is both: supportive and inclusive and obstructive and exclusionary

· Complete a brief report on the impact of the use of technology on people living in rural Australia

· Create a summary table to explore the effect of economic, social, political and environmental change on community

	6 - 8
	· The experience of a specific community

· Factors that have contributed to sense of community

· Impact of information and communications technology

· Economic, social, political and environmental changes that have affected the experience of community

· Sense of community form different perspectives within the community

· The nature of the community experience, with reference to Tonnies and Castells
	· Which explanations of community are best?

· Ethical methodology

· PowerPoint – demonstrate an example of community

· Students to research and then present case study

OR 

· Essay planning 

	9
	· Case Study Presentations OR essay planning 
	· SAC preparation/research time

	10
	· Assessment
	· Completion of SAC - short essay OR case study presentation


Area of Study 2 – Social movements and social change

	Week
	Topics
	Teaching Notes/Activities

	1
	· The concepts of social movement and social change
	· Use illustrative examples to assist students to explain and apply the concepts

· 

	2 - 5
	· The nature of social movements

· Alternative, redemptive, reformative and revolutionary 

· Deprivation and new social movements theories

· Stages in social movements

· How power is used by a social movement and its opposition

· The influences of social movements on social change
	· Visit the Do Something website and choose a social movement – determine whether the social movement is alternative, redemptive, reformative or revolutionary by ascertaining who is changed and how much change is occurring

· Establish whether it is in the development stage of emergence, coalescence, bureaucratisation or decline

· Visit the community advocacy website GetUp! and explore how power is used by the organisation and by those issues being targeted by a GetUp! campaign

	6 - 7
	· Environmental Movement

· The social movement as alternative, redemptive, reformative or revolutionary

· How the social movement came into being

· The current stage of the social movement

· How power is exercised by the social movement and its opposition

· The influence of the social movement on social change
	· CERES – incursion

· Produce a written report

· Nominate and plan individual investigation

	8
	· ‘other’ social Movement

· Type of social movement 

· How the social movement came into being

· The current stage of the social movement

· How power is exercised by the social movement and its opposition

· The influence of the social movement on social change
	· Conduct Research 



	9
	· Revision
	· SAC preparation/research time

	10
	· Assessment
	· Completion of SAC - short essay OR report 


